
 Chesaning Village Planning Commission Minutes 

February 27, 2018 

Commission Chair Rodman called the meeting of the Chesaning Village Planning Commission to order at 

7:00 pm on February 27, 2018 in the Village of Chesaning council chambers. 

Roll Call:  Present – Barnum, Brown, Greenfelder, Hoover, Seeley-Navarre, Rodman 

    Absent – Parker 

 

Motion by Greenfelder, supported by Hoover to approve the agenda. Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Hoover, supported by Greenfelder to approve minutes of January 23, 2018.  Motion carried. 

 

Public Comment: 

 Tim Woycik made statement that the church, Trinity United Methodist, has a state licensed 

preschool operating in the church building.  They have children around the building on a regular basis 

including; Sunday school, youth group meetings, driver’s education classes, and scouts.  He requests the 

commission take that into consideration. 

 

 Mark Shorkey stated that village shouldn’t be ashamed to say they’re from Chesaning.  Feels the 

village will be known as “pot city”.  He is concerned about the village picking and choosing which laws to 

abide by.  Questioned who is going to fill the beds at the rehab center. 

 

 Rodman explained that nothing has come to the Planning Commission regarding a rehab center 

so they have no information on that issue. 

 

 Brenda Hinojosa asked for clarification regarding the moratorium passed by the Village Council.  

Hoover explained the moratorium.  

 

 Dominic Neuman spoke about a news article regarding a potential marihuana park.  He is 

disturbed about how the park would negatively affecting the image of the town.  He spoke about the 

potential aesthetics of having a marihuana park as one of the first things you see when entering the 

village along Brady Street.  He thanked the planning commission members for their service on the 

commission. 

 

Unfinished Business 

11000 W. Brady Street:   Grow, Processing and Secure Transportation. 

 Motion by Hoover, supported by Brown to remove from the table and re-open consideration of 

special use permit request, for 11000 W. Brady St, which was tabled at the January 23, 2018 meeting. 

Motion carried. 

 Greenfelder and Brown expressed concern regarding the facility being close to a preschool.  

Hoover is concerned about what he feels was blatant disregard for the village ordinance and false 

advertising. 



 

Village Administrator, Feltman, discussed the opinion from the village attorney regarding if the 

preschool is classified as a school in regards to 1000-foot buffer zone requirement. 

The Department of Education definition of an elementary school would include grades K thru 6, up to 8th 

grade or any combination thereof.   By that definition, the buffer zone would not apply. The School Drug 

Free Zone defines a school as kindergarten through 12th grade, by that definition the buffer zone would 

not apply.  In the attorney’s opinion the preschool does not trigger the 1000 feet buffer zone. 

Barnum expressed concern about the people who would be leasing the units in this development. 

Seeley-Navarre expressed concern about how decisions are being made during the approval process, 

feels that they are picking and choosing.   

Greenfelder stated that the planning commission is using the rules set forth in the village’s ordinance to 

make these decisions. 

Seeley-Navarre stated that if it was up to her, she would vote yes for the special use permit at 11000 

Brady being considered tonight. 

Applicant commented that as far as the looks of the building it is going to look great, no signage, it will 

look like a warehouse, air filters are required in every unit, there will be a gate and fencing.   Tenants will 

need to be approved by their company as well as the Village Council.   They are offering a more 

affordable approach for people wanting to start a business but who are unable to afford to purchase 

property. They expect to create in the area of 200 jobs, which will equal financial and population growth 

to the Chesaning area.  He apologized for the signage issues.   

Tim Woycik brought up the sign issue and the fact that provisioning was included in the signage. 

Rodman read through the special use permit checklist. 

Seely-Navarre had concerns regarding the effects of this development on traffic and asked about traffic 

studies.   No recent traffic studies have been done.  Since the development is on the state highway, the 

developer is required to obtain approval from the state for their entrance requirements. 

Rodman expressed concerns, under items one and two of the checklist. 

Motioned by Hoover, to not approve the special use permit.  Supported by Barnum. 

Roll call vote:   Brown – yes, Greenfelder – yes, Hoover – yes, Seeley-Navarre – no, Barnum – yes, 

Rodman – yes.   Motion carried. Special use permit was not approved. 

 

Revised Animal Ordinance 

Changes to be made: 

- Section 2 , under Commonly Accepted Pets change to: dogs and cats or as otherwise 

- Section 4,  change to :  who provides food or shelter 

- Section 5, paragraph 3, add:  unless permitted by state law 



- Section 6,  add numbering to paragraph 2 

- Section 7, 2 a viii; change to:   Strike out requirement may be waived as follows and the two 

bullet points.   Change to:  requirement may be waived by action of the Village Council.  

- Section 7 ; re-letter to : a, b, c, d 

- Section 11: insert line after paragraph 1, item 4 

 

  

New Business 

Solar Panel Farm Ordinance 

Village Administrator Feltman gave a brief overview of the information he had put together regarding 

Solar Panel ordinances. 

Greenfelder asked about the possibility of visiting a solar farm.   Feltman will put together a 

presentation with information about solar panel farms for next month’s meeting. 

Feltman stated there is facility in Lapeer. 

Rodman is concerned that the setbacks seem to low.  Discussion was held about current setbacks for 

accessory buildings in various zoning districts.   

Hoover request that the ordinance specify that the panel must be RoHS certified. 

Feltman noted that at this time they working on commercial applications and will take a look at 

residential solar panels at a later time. 

Feltman will put together the information in ordinance form and bring it back to the planning 

commission for further review. 

Correspondence received 

Rodman mentioned that there is a letter in the packet from Joe Greenfelder in support of medical 

marihuana. 

Meeting adjourned 8:00 pm 

Submitted by D. Craft – recording secretary 

 


